THE   IMPORTANCE   OF   SYMBOL-FORMATION
must be extended, and I think that one of the foremost tasks of
child analysis is the discovery and cure of psychoses in childhood.
The theoretical knowledge thus acquired would doubtless be a
valuable contribution to our understanding of the structure of the
psychoses and would also help us to reach a more accurate differ-
ential diagnosis between the various diseases.
If we extend the use of the term in the manner which I propose,
I think we shall be justified in classifying Dick's illness under the
heading schizophrenia. It is true that it differs from the typical
schizophrenia of childhood in that in him the trouble was an
inhibition in development, whereas in most such cases there is a
regression after a certain stage of development has been success-
fully reached.1 Moreover the severity of the case adds to the
unusual character of the clinical picture. Nevertheless, I have
reason to think that even so it is not an isolated one, for recently I
have become acquainted with two "analogous cases in children of
about Dick's age. One is therefore inclined to conjecture that,
if we observed with a more penetrating eye, more cases of the
kind would come to our knowledge.
I will now sum up my theoretical conclusions. I have drawn
them not from Dick's case only but from other, less extreme, cases
of schizophrenia in children between the ages of five and thirteen
and from my general analytic experience.
The early stages of the Oedipus conflict are dominated by
sadism. They take place during a phase of development which
is inaugurated by oral sadism (with which urethral, muscular and
anal sadism associate themselves) and terminate when the
ascendancy of anal sadism conies to an end.
It is only in the later stages of the Oedipus conflict that the
defence against the libidinal impulses makes its appearance; in
the earlier stages it is against the accompanying destructive im-
pulses that the defence is directed. The earliest defence set up
by the ego is directed against the subject's own sadism and the
object attacked, both of these being regarded as sources of danger.
This defence is of a violent character, different from the mechanism
of repression. In the boy this strong defence is also directed against
his penis as the executive organ of his sadism and it is one of the
deepest sources of all disturbances of potency.
Such are my hypotheses with regard to the development of
1 The fact, however, that analysis made it possible to establish contact with Dick's
mind and brought about some advance in so comparatively short a time suggests
the possibility that there had already been some latent development as well as the
slight development outwardly manifest. But, even if we suppose this, the total
development was so abnormally meagre that the hypothesis of a regression from a
stage already successfully reached will hardly meet the case.
249